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Welcome to the August 2021 St. Mary’s
County Chamber of Commerce Newsletter!

As we all emerge from a year of closures, we
look forward to seeing what this next year will
bring. As businesses re-tool and re-think how
they will operate in this new era, so we, at the
Chamber, are re-imagining what the Chamber
is and can be.

In the words of our new Chair, Tari Moore,
“Commitment, generosity, and lifting each
other up” are core tenants of our Chamber.
We'll be seeking your input on what you need
most from your Chamber membership, and
how we can best serve our businesses, non-
profits, and the community.

We look forward to connecting with each and
every one of you!

Christine

Save the Date
A Taste of St: Mary s

Saturday, September 11, 2021

On the Square in
Historic Leonardtown

Vendors will sell samples of their
specialty items. This is a family event
and there is no admission charge.

We hope to see you there!
Vendors, Sponsors, and Volunteers

are welcome. Contact the Chamber
Office for info: 301-737-3001.
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Hosted by

St. Mary's County
Friends of the Museum Division

At

Piney Point Lighthouse Museum and
Historic Park
44720 Lighthouse Road
Piney Point
Wednesday, August 25, 2021

5:00-6:30 p.m.
Door prizes, 50/50 raffle, refreshments

Register at https://smcchamber.com
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You are invited to join us for

On the Square in Historic Leonardtown Saturday,
September 11, 2021, 1:00 to 4:00 pm

Rain or shine! Family event. Activities for the kids. Classic car show and free entertainment.
Samples of restaurant and catering specialties will be available for purchase. Admission and
parking (in designated areas) are free. Chance to win gift certificates from area restaurants
and caterers. Drawings to be held all day at the event. For more information email
info@smcchamber.com, call 301-737-3001, or visit our website: https://smcchamber.com.

Sponsored By

of St Mary's & Calvert

Music provided by Summer Breeze




Save the Date:

State of The County’

Bay District Vol. Fire Dept.

46900 S Shangri-La Dr,
Lexington Park, MD 20653
Sept. 21, 2021

11:30 AM - 1:30 PM

Come have a nice luncheon
catered by Personalized
Touch Catering and hear
what the Commissioners
have coming up for the
County.

Register here on our .

Annual Golf Outing
Wicomico Shores Golf Course.
35794 Aviation Yacht Club Rd
#2962, Mechanicsville, MD
October 12, 2021

8:00 AM - 5:00 PM

Participants say this tournament is
unique, enjoyable, and a great
opportunity to connect with
colleagues and make new
connections!

There are many sponsorship
opportunities including premium
level sponsorships, luncheon
sponsorship, tee signs, and
interactive holes. Interactive hole
sponsors provide members a fun,
creative way to promote their
business by offering games,
giveaways, fun competitions, and
more.

Sponsorship at all levels also
includes promotion through all
Chamber marketing outlets. See
website here for details|



Christine
Sticky Note
Marked set by Christine

https://cca.smcchamber.com/EvtListing.aspx?class=E&dbid2=mdstm&&date=20211012
https://cca.smcchamber.com/EvtListing.aspx?class=E&dbid2=mdstm&&date=20210921

American Electronics, Inc. (Amelex)
44423 Airport Road, Suite 102
California, MD 20619

Kimberly Oliver

301-862-5500

www.amelexinc.com
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Kelli Dyer State Farm Agent
28103 Three Notch rd suite 2D
Mechanicsville, MD 20659
Kelli Dyer

240-249-8256
www.insurewithkellidyer.com

—tt-t~ Thank You to Our Renewing Members _ -ttt

Baldwin Design Group, Inc.
BB&T - California Branch
Bell
Century 21 New Millennium, Mary Lynn Stone
Exelon Generation
Jimmy Hayden, Realtor, RE/MAX, Homes for Heroes
Hooks and Hangers
JET Systems LLC
KAIROS, Inc.
Lockheed Martin Corporation
Marrick Properties, Inc.
Nissan of Lexington Park
Patuxent Printing
PNC Bank - Lexington Park
RC Beaver & Associates, P.C.
St. Mary's Caring Soup Kitchen
St. Mary's Co. Commission for People with Disabilities
St. Mary's County Health Department
Settler's Landing
Solomons True Value / Grand Rental Station
Synergy Aerospace, Inc.
Washington Gas
Wild Birds Unlimited



St. Mary’s County Chamber of Commerce

Business ﬂﬁer Hours

hosted by

The St. Mary’s County Museum Division

Piney Point Lighthouse Museum and Historic Park
44720 Lighthouse Road
Piney Point

Join us at the oldest lighthouse on the Potomac River

August 25
5:00 p.m. —-6:30 p.m.

This event will be on the lawn, with tours of the new exhibits available in the main
museum.

Door prizes, 50/50 raffle, refreshments

Please RSVP at: https://smcchamber.com



https://smcchamber.com/
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Celebrate Local Lighthouses Throughout St. Mary’s County During National
Lighthouse Weekend

LEONARDTOWN, MD — Join the St. Mary’s County Museum Division in celebrating some of
St. Mary’s County’s most significant lighthouses during National Lighthouse Weekend,
Saturday, Aug. 7 through Sunday, Aug. 8, 2021, at Piney Point Lighthouse in Piney Point and
Blackistone Lighthouse on St. Clement’s Island, near Colton’s Point.

Special activities and tours will be available at both locations during the entire weekend. In
Colton’s Point, check out the St. Clement’s Island Museum before taking a boat ride out to St.
Clement’s Island, where visitors can experience a free tour of Blackistone Lighthouse (the replica
of the original lighthouse that stood near the same location on the island) from the St. Clement’s
Hundred Blackistone Lighthouse volunteers. Regular museum admission and water taxi fees

apply.

At Piney Point, visitors can celebrate the oldest lighthouse on the Potomac’s 185" anniversary
with tours of the museum, Potomac River Maritime Exhibit featuring full-sized workboats, two
floors of brand-new exhibits main museum building, the Piney Point lighthouse tower, Keeper’s
Quarters and grounds. The keeper’s quarters and the lighthouse will offer special tours featuring
Lightkeeper Yeatman and his wife. The National Capital Radio and Television Museum from
Bowie will also be on-site with a special exhibit. Visitors will also be able to view special Lego
Lighthouse Contest displays at the main museum. While admission and tours are offered free of
charge this weekend only, donations are greatly appreciated to support the museum.

The official day (National Lighthouse Day), as designated by Congress Aug. 7, 1989, is the
anniversary of the signing of the Aug. 7, 1789, Congressional Act “for the establishment and
support of lighthouses, beacons, buoys and public piers” and the date of the first commissioned
federal lighthouse.

For more information about St. Clement’s Island Museum, please call 301-769-2222 or visit
Facebook.com/SCIMuseum. For more information about The Piney Point Lighthouse Museum,
call 301-994-1471 or visit Facebook.com/1836Light.



AUGUST IS NATIONAL BLACK
BUSINESS MONTH!

1st Annual
Southern Maryland

Black Business
Month Mix
and Mingle

Wednesday, August 18, 2021
5:00PM - 8:00PM

Join us at Patuxent Brewing Company,
Maryland's First 100% Black-Owned Brewery!
70 Industrial Park Drive

Unit 2A

Waldorf, MD 20602

¢ Network, collaborate, and connect with other SOMD
Black-Owned businesses.

¢ Learn about community resources and organizations that
support SOMD Black-Owned businesses.

* Learn about the SOMD Black Business Directory and sign
up: somdblackbiz.com

Free Registration: blackbizsomd.eventbrite.com



1308153

Come out and join us for our Ribbon Cutting
Ceremony put on by St. Mary's Chamber of
Commerce. We will have food, fun, and prizes!
Bring in your business cards to add to our wall
for FREE advertising!! Get a quote, get a gift
card!

Come meet some furry friends looking for a
forever home brought to you by FOLLKAS,
Friends of the Linda L. Kelley Animal Shelter!

Kelli Dyer, Agent

28103 Three Notch Road Suite
2D

Mechanicsville, MD 20659

240-249-8256

o StateFarm-
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5" Annual Solomons Dragon Boat Festival Takes to the Water

SMCR is excited to announce the 5th Annual Solomons Island Dragon Boat Festival, presented
by Cedar Point Federal Credit Union on Saturday, August 21, 2021 on the Patuxent River along
the Solomons Island Riverwalk.

The Solomons Dragon Boat Festival is a fun filled event of friendly competition and team
building while raising funds for much needed programs for SMCR, Inc. Race day is packed with
teams of all sorts from Southern Maryland and beyond. A variety of entertainment, food trucks,
artisan vendors and kid-friendly activities will round out the event. This free day of fun begins
with the Dragon Boat Races on the Patuxent River and includes three areas in-keeping with
ancient tradition: Team Village, Vendor Village & Dragon’s Nest Children’s area. Visit
www.SolomonsDragonBoatFestival.com for details.

Dragon Boat Racing has become one of the fastest growing team water sports events! Dragon
Boat Teams consist of 16 paddlers, a drummer and a trained steer person. We partner with
22Dragons to provide the boats and instructors, and they visit us each year all the way from
Montreal. Teams can be local businesses or special interest groups looking for some fun and to
help raise funds for an excellent cause. This year, we are excited to have team fundraiser pages
on our website to assist teams in raising funds for the cause.

Spectators are welcome! Race Day is 9 a.m. - 3 p.m. Saturday, August 21. Practice sessions
occur from 5-7 p.m. throughout the week leading up to the races and are open to the public to
view from the Solomons Riverwalk. We also host a Dotting of the Eye Ceremony on Friday,
August 20 at 6 p.m. outside Our Lady Star of the Sea on Solomons Island, during which the
public can help paint the dragons’ eyes to awake the sleeping beasts!

Our Cause: SMCR Inc. creates opportunities for people with disabilities, providing social,
recreational, and educational programs for the entire community, with an emphasis on
accessibility for those with developmental differences. For more about SMCR, Inc. and the work
we do, check our website at www.somdcr.org.

For more details on becoming a sponsor or floating a team for the Solomons Island Dragon
Boat Festival, visit our website at SolomonsDragonBoatFestival.com or reach out to us at
info@somdcr.org.

Join the cause. Live the adventure. Float your boat. Become part of the most exciting event
coming to Solomons in 2021. As they say in the Dragon Boating community, “Paddles Up!”

All proceeds from this event will support SMCR, Inc. a nonprofit 501(c )(3) organization, with the
mission of “Creating opportunities for people with disabilities in Southern Maryland.”


http://www.solomonsdragonboatfestival.com/
mailto:info@somdcr.org

10 "HERSTORY!" SBDC Hosts Madam Chamber Presidents
SOLOMONS, Md. -- July 30, 2021, featured a landmark event.

For the Ist time in history, all 4 Southern Maryland Chamber of Commerce are led by Madam Presidents!

Dr. Doris Cammack-Spencer, President/CEO of the Southern Maryland Minority Chamber of Commerce;
Bonnie Grady, President/CEO of the Charles County Chamber of Commerce;

Kathryn Maney, President/CEO of the Calvert County Chamber of Commerce;

Dr. Christine Bergmark, President/CEO of the St. Mary's County Chamber of Commerce;

Wynne Briscoe, Director of the Maryland Small Business Development Center, Southern Region

"This is Historic! Herstory to be exact! We are so blessed and honored for such a time as this -- for women and leadership in our Region, State,
and Country! We are thankful for Divine alignment and timing to bring these amazing powerful women together, some meeting each other for

the first time. The luncheon discussions were empowering with the theme of collaboration and community.”

“Each Madam President had such an inspiring story to share of their experiences and how they arrived at their current executive positions.
Individually having a heart for the community and a legacy of impact before taking on their role as President/CEO, now working with new
Chamber Board members gives room for infinite possibilities.” “There's nothing like the energy and impact of women in leadership.

Bonnie Grady said "No one is born to be a chamber professional. We're not slapped on our backsides upon birth and declared a Chamber
leader. There's no school or university that prepares us for it. Each of us brings to the table a lifetime of knowledge and experiences which we
apply carefully, thoughtfully, and often prayerfully as we navigate our members' needs and those of our communities.

We take pride in our work and are humbled by the privilege of being allowed to do it. Together we are Southern Maryland Strong!"

700 MPH Bourbon Flight

Saturday 28 August at St. Mary’s County Airport (2W6) at Hangar AA.

We will be setting 3 Bourbon-Aviation World Records that day:

L. Highest altitude for aging Bourbon in a barrel
2. Fastest airspeed for aging Bourbon in a barrel
3 Lowest atmospheric pressure for aging Bourbon in a barrel

You will be receiving more information once all details are set, but the plan as of today is to:

. 1100 - Admit 100 VIP guests to Hangar AA. You will be checked in and handed a “Semper Fi & America’s Fund” wristlet to
identify you as a VIP attendee. Only support personnel & 100 VIP’s will be at the Hangar.

. 1100-1300 - Reception in the hangar with light food, view the aircraft, talk to the Test Pilot, Master Distiller & taste some
awesome Bourbon!

. 1235 - Aircraft is towed to the flight line

. 1300 - Aircraft takes off and history is made!

. ~1330 - Aircraft safely returns

. 1300-1400 - Post flight with Test Pilot and aircraft

[ want to remind all that this schedule is WEATHER DEPENDANT. We need VER flight conditions to conduct the flight. With that in
mind we will be closely monitoring the forecasts the prior week and say of event.

. IF the long range forecast does not look promising, we will made a decision early on in the week to postpone the event (Tropical
Storm, Hurricane, etc.)

. Depending on the weather forecast 2 days prior, we may look to fly earlier

. Day of the event, we may slide a few hours to avoid weather

In any case you will be notified via e-mail.

[ will be sending out more updates prior to the event. We're getting ready for a few “build-up” flight of the Harrier in the next few weeks.

This should be a fantastic event for all and we very much appreciate you supporting “Semper Fi and America’s Fund” with your ticket
purchase. 100% of that money is going to the fund.
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FOX 5 Zip Trip Honors Leonardtown HomeTown Hero

The Chamber was honored to present a gift basket with Lafayette Federal
Credit Union to our Fox 5's HomeTown Hero, Former Leonardtown
Mayor Harry 'Chip' Norris on July 3oth during the live news feed.

See the newsclip here.



https://www.fox5dc.com/video/961183
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Severna Park Racquetball & Fitness Club, Members, and Local Business Make
Generous Donation to Local Non-Profit

Local fitness club members donate to non-profit serving individuals with intellectual and
developmental disabilities. All donations matched by the gym and local software company.

Annapolis— July 20, 2021 — The Severna Park Racquetball & Fitness Club (SPRFC) hosted a
fundraiser for Bay Community Support Services (Bay-CSS), a non-profit serving Anne Arundel,
Calvert, Charles, and St. Mary’s. Donations from the Severna Park Racquetball & Fitness Club
members were matched by the gym, as well as by a local company, NarlyCode, owned by gym
member and instructor Mark Gruszecki and David Johnson.

This is not the first time that Severna Park Racquetball & Fitness Club and its members
have made charitable donations to a non-profit organization. “The members and owners of
the gym enjoy supporting the community” says personal trainer and fitness instructor Joan
Kostacopol. This year, the SPRFC celebrates 40 years in business. They are open fully without
restriction and offer access to a variety of activities, including racquetball, pool, fitness classes,
weight training, cardio machines, and gym equipment. SPRFC is located at 8514 Veterans Hwy,
Millersville, MD 21108. Visit sprfc.com to sign up for a membership.

Gym members, Donna and Kevin Ryan, proposed the fundraiser for Bay Community
Support Services, and worked directly with the non-profit to create a presentation of services.

Every donation made by gym members was matched twice, once by the gym itself, and once
by NarlyCode, a local company owned by members Mark Gruszecki and David Johnson.
Narlycode operates in the cleared defense services industry.

The fundraiser totaled $2,160.00 for Bay Community Support Services. The donations
will be utilized to support Bay-CSS’s newly reopened Day Activities Center, located in
Annapolis.


mailto:rainess@baycss.org
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Today we celebrate National Disability Independence Day! It’s hard to believe that 31 years
ago today, I sat on the White House lawn and watched as George H. W. Bush signed the
Americans with Disabilities Act into law. This is an appropriate time to re-emphasize that the
ADA is a civil rights law, something that I think many people forget as they navigate
compliance.

At the Mid-Atlantic ADA Center, we are committed to educating all covered entities in our
region about this law. Over the past thirty-one years, we have seen a lot of significant
changes, including improved physical access, modifications in policies, and implementation
of accommodations. We have also seen the federal agencies, including the Equal Employment
Opportunity Commission, the Departments of Justice and Transportation, and the Federal
Communications Commission, work tirelessly to enforce the ADA with small staffs that are
subject to the changing priorities of each administration.

We all know we can learn a lot about effective implementation of the law and how to do it
“right” the first time by looking at guidance from federal agencies, settlement agreements,
and court cases. After 31 years, we are also learning that this alone does not necessarily lead
to effective implementation. Effective implementation also depends on the intention and
commitment one brings to the task. This is true for small and large businesses, state and local
government agencies, non-profit organizations, and employers.

True adherence to civil rights legislation involves intention to achieve full access and
inclusion and making an unwavering commitment to take the steps necessary to get there. If
your commitment is really authentic and unwavering then an inclusive attitude will permeate
everything. This is where true implementation starts — from a foundation of authentic
intention. What does this mean? Just as we often answer ADA questions: it depends. It
depends on so many factors, and that is what the ten National Network ADA Centers are here
for — to help you answer that question. We know that if anyone covered by this law starts
with this foundation, they will fare much better than those who speak the language of
“compliance.”

Don’t get me wrong, there is absolutely nothing wrong with compliance; in fact, we promote
compliance every day. My point here is to remind everyone the ADA is a civil rights law, and
implementation with authentic intention (whatever that may look like for you) will send you
down an entirely different and more accessible, inclusive path.

Today is a day to celebrate civil rights and independence and remind ourselves of our
commitment to ensure people with disabilities have an equal opportunity to participate in
our society.

We are all a part of the future of the ADA. We all can make a difference as we move into next
year, one authentic intention at a time.

Ann Deschamps
Director, Mid-Atlantic ADA Center
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Rotary Club of Lexington Park
P.O. Box 202, Lexington Park MD 20653

Dear Friends of Rotary,

The Rotary Club of Lexington Park is having its 23™ Charity Golf Tournament to
be held at the Breton Pay Golf and Country Club on Thursday, September 2,
2021, with a rain date of September 9, 2021. Registration will begin at 8:30
am. At 9:30 All teams assemble for final directions from Master of Ceremonies,
Larry Brown, Redskin and NFL Player of the Year 1972. Tournament shotgun
start will be at 10:00. Lunch on the course. Cocktail hour starts at 4:00 pm or
when last putt is in the hole, featuring the best oysters in the world, local
brews and friends of Rotary food trucks. Capstone of the day will be Q&A with WE ARE
Larry Brown and his experiences with the Redskins. ROTARY'!

Our goal is to raise $15,000. 100% of all funds raised

supports our Rotary club’s charitable activities in

our local community and beyond. The Club provides

about $75,000 annually in its charitable donations

that include direct philanthropic grants, vocational

service, scholarships, and international service.

One of our golf committee members will be
contacting you in the near future to ask for your
assistance or you may go directly to the website
https://rotarylp.org/2021Golf to register to

participate or to sponsor the tournament. Several levels of sponsorship are
offered to give you and/or your company the opportunity to participate as a
sponsor of this event. We also appreciate any support received from our
members, other Rotarians and the public. We hope you join us on the
course as a player and/or at the 19*" hole for festivities, raffles, and awards.
https://www.bretonbaygolf.com/play-golf
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Door Prizes Donated By:

Bemer--Independent Sales Carl Cioffi
Dogwood Designs
Chamber of Commerce
Friends of the Museums
Historic Sotterly
Huntington Learning Center
Mid-Atlantic Skin Surgery Institute
Olde Town Pub

PaxFitness

The 50/50 raffle was won by Austin
Davis, W.M. Davis, Inc., who donated
his winnings to the Chamber
scholarship fund.

July 28, 2021

Hosted by

Door Prize Winners:

Erin Brown - Apod Group, LLC.
Carl Cioffi - Bemer Group
Chad Day - Serve Pro
Mike Derby - FitzGerald Financial
Group
Rich Fleming - Former CEO Chamber
Bill Frazer - Your Retirement
Pathfinder Grace Fuller - Summerseat
Farm Rich Fuller - Port of Leonardtown
Winery
Jennifer Misner - Towne Place Suites
Dennis Phillips - Forever Lawn by the
Bay
Stephanie Raines - BayCSS
Barbara Stellway - Gordon Stellway/
O'Brien Realty
Joann Wood - Joann Wood Attorney at
Law


Donna Lange
Highlight
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The Chamber’s Member THIS SPACE AVAILABLE
Discount Program e

Thank you to our Chamber members listed below Who are | pereonavzenmimasy Lic
already participating in the Member Discount Program. [f | =t frot ettt S odlm—-u
your company would like to participate, please contact the | remrrica 3 iz hes oot u 26
Chamber office at 301-737-3001 or send us an email to Info@ | .. gonymazs v

smcchamber.com. Current available discounts are listed on | o ey o reimmine
the Chamber’s website: https://smcchamber.com. T——————

THIS SPACE AVAILABLE
CONTACT CHAMBER
OFFICE

Participating Chamber
Member Businesses

THIS SPACE AVAILABLE

. . . . . CONTACT CHAMBER
Aicy Karbstein, Artist; Alexander Chiropractic Center; OFFICE

Baldwin, Briscoe & Steinmetz, PC; Barefoot Graphics;

Cedar Point Federal Credit Union; Country Inn & Suites by

Radisson; Heritage Printing & Graphics; Hilltop Signs & Stephen D. Mattingly Insurance
Graphics; Mid-Atlantic Skin Surgery Institute; PaxFitness; Auto + Home » Business + Life
Printing Press, Inc.; St. Mary’s Roofing & Home 301-884-5904
Improvement; Dylan Schneider, DDS, MS, LLC | Y"“““’"“’f‘” ourpriee, """‘I""“:“yf"”‘“”:"’“”“'
Orthodontics; Servpro of St. Mary’s & Calvert; T.N. Bowes A Frie Steve attingly foryour

Heating & Air Conditioning, Inc. A Insurance’ compefitive rate quote!




DISCOVER & EXPLORE

SPAIN

WITH THE ST. MARY’S COUNTY CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

EARLY BIRD DISCOUNT  BOOK & SAVE

Click here to N 6,

BOOK NOW M 3,349 PERPERSON  $3,449 PER PERSON

if deposited by September 30"!*  if deposited by November 30%!*

Departing March 22, 2022

For more information, please contact the Chamber at (301) 737-3001

If you are interested in learning more about the upcoming Spain trip, we have 2
Zoom calls scheduled with the Travel Agent to answer your questions on 8/30 and
9/13 at 7 pm. If you would like to join the call, please let us know. Call the Chamber
for the full brochure/trip registration form.
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