
About Us Events

Where Business and Community Meet...

 

Chamber Events & News

Happy New Year!

We hope you had a wonderful holiday season and welcome you into 2025!

January Events
Mark your calendars — we hope to see you at our upcoming events!

January 14 - New Member Lunch - The Brass Tap
January 22 - Business After Hours - Viking Axe Throwing
January 23 - Ribbon Cutting - The Arc Southern Maryland
January 28 - Women's Business Lunch - Hosted by Patty Sparks at The White Rose
January 30 - Chamber Chat on Maryland Registered Apprenticeship Programs
February 10 - Zoom with St. Mary's County State Elected Officials
February 20 - Southern Maryland Legislative Reception
February 22 - Spirits of Maryland
February 25 - Women's Business Lunch - Dolly Suarez
February 26 - Business After Hours - St. Mary's Business Partners
February 27 - State of the Schools - Save the Date!

New Member Lunch

The Brass Tap
Tuesday, January 14, 2025

12:00 p.m.

Meet new Chamber member and Board
members! Come early to purchase your own
lunch and mingle!

Register here.

Business After Hours - Viking Axe Throwing

Wednesday, January 22, 2025
25470 Point Lookout Road Unit F

Leonardtown, MD 20650

Get ready for an evening of fun with fellow Chamber members at
Viking Axe Throwing!
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Register here to let our host know you are coming.

Interested in Hosting Business After Hours? We have one opening left for 2025. The BAH is a great
way for members to learn about your business. Contact the Chamber to schedule your BAH today.

The Arc Ribbon Cutting!

Thursday, January 23, 2025
12 p.m.

47335 Thomas Rowe Lane
Lexington Park, MD 20653

Join The Arc to celebrate their ribbon cutting!

Register here to let them know you are coming!

 

Women's Leadership Luncheon

The White Rose
Tuesday, January 28, 2025

12:00 p.m.

What does it take to run a special events
business, a catering business, offer a
commercial kitchen to start-ups, and more?
Hear all about it with host Patty Sparks.

Please register here by January 20th!

New Member Highlight

The Chamber would like to acknowledge our newest members and say thank you for your
partnership! Click on each name for more information about their businesses.

Welcome to:
Clearway Pain Solutions
Bridger Aerospace
Paul Davis Restoration of Tri-County, MD
Heather Foster Homes
The Mark Frisco Team, Century 21 New Millennium
Waynes Painting and Home Improvement LLC
Deannas MD Homes

Want to see your business here?

Register
Today

Chamber News
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Chamber Chat - MD Registered

Apprenticeship Programs

Thursday, January 30, 2025
Doors open at 8:45 am.

Program at 9:00 am - 10:30 am.

Join Patrick Sawyer of the Maryland Department of
Service and Civic Innovation to learn about the Maryland Apprentice Program.

The Service Year Option program provides recent Maryland high school graduates, GED
recipients, or those who have earned a high school completion certificate the opportunity to
spend at least nine months with partnering organizations that support their growth and
development. In turn, the opportunities provided strengthen Maryland’s workforce and
expand the state’s employment. The Maryland Corps program shares those same goals and
aims to recruit more seasoned individuals looking to pivot in their career or reenter the
workforce. 

And, hear about additional opportunities from Laura Wright of the Division of Workforce
Development and Adult Learning/Office of Workforce Development at the Maryland
Department of Labor.

Pre-registration is required. As we often have a waiting list for events, if you register to attend
and find that your plans have changed, please email or call the Chamber office as soon as
possible so that we may open your seat (s) to others.

Register here.

Government Affairs Committee Starting Up Soon!

Join the Chamber's Government Affairs Committee! As a part of the committee, you will advocate
alongside fellow members for legislation and policies that strengthen businesses and the broader
economic environment.

Contact the Chamber if you are interested in joining.

Zoom with St. Mary's County State Elected Officials

Monday, February 10, 2025
8:00 am - 9:30 am.

This will be an opportunity for our Maryland state elected officials to
review the current status of the 2024 legislative session and bills they are sponsoring that affect our
business community.  

Please register here no later than Thursday, February 7th at 4pm to receive the Zoom link.

Co-Sponsored by the St. Mary's County Library.

2025 National Civics Bee

Are you interested in showcasing your company’s commitment to developing

our local, young, active and engaged citizens?

https://cca.smcchamber.com/EvtListing.aspx?dbid2=MDSTM&evtid=62290&class=E
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Unlock the potential of future leaders by purchasing a sponsorship for the St. Mary's County
Chamber National Civics Bee® and supporting the next generation of informed and engaged
citizens. Help empower and inspire the next generation of local leaders, voters, activists,
entrepreneurs and problem solvers.

 Click here to sponsor!

​Presenting Sponsor – $5000
Technology Sponsor – (Exclusive) SOLD OUT
Venue Sponsor – (Exclusive) SOLD OUT
Event Sponsor – $2500
Snacks and Prizes – $2500
Coffee and Juice Sponsor – $1000 
​Impact Partner Sponsor – $350 
Advocate Partner Sponsor – $200 
Community Partner Sponsor – $100 
In-Kind Sponsorships also available: prizes for contenders, etc.

Encourage our southern Maryland youth to participate! All it takes is a 750 word essay
(see below and our website for more info).

Important Dates: 
Essay Submissions Accepted now through February 4, 2025 [the portal closes at midnight]
Essays Judged: through February 19, 2024
Local Live Bee Competition: March 29, 2025 @ St. Mary’s College of Maryland, Cole Cinema.

27th Annual Southern

Maryland Reception

Enjoy Southern Maryland specialties such as
stuffed ham and oysters along with local
wineries, distilleries, and breweries! Tickets
to the reception available here.
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Why drive when you can ride the
Chamber Bus?

Skip the drive and parking! The St. Mary's
County Chamber of Commerce has you
covered with a charter bus that picks up and
drops off at Hollywood Volunteer Fire
Department. The bus ride is a separate cost
than the ticket to the reception.

Thursday, February 20, 2025
7:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m.

The Graduate Annapolis
126 West Street

Purchase individual bus tickets here.

​Show your support by helping to sponsor the
bus! See below or contact the Chamber if you
and your business are interested.

Help Sponsor the bus here!

Spirits of Maryland, February 22, 2025

The Spirits of Maryland returns to the PAX River Naval Air Museum for the 2025 Spirits showcase.
More than one dozen Maryland distilleries will gather to present award-winning spirits and
delicious cocktails to nearly 600 attendees over two sessions. VIP pass holders enjoy early entry to
the event and get to sample exclusive spirits offerings. Each two-hour General Admission session
features sampling, education, and lots of fun! 

Sponsor this event to show the community your support for our Maryland Distilleries!

Click here to sponsor the Spirits Event!
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https://cca.smcchamber.com/EvtListing.aspx?dbid2=MDSTM&evtid=59793&class=E


Interested in Joining the Chamber?

Just some of the benefits from our Chamber membership:

Contribute to a vibrant community of business owners and
entrepreneurs who are dedicated to improving our local economy
and community life
Grow your business and make meaningful connections
Enhance your community presence and expand your professional
relationships through unparalleled networking opportunities that
connect you with other local business leaders and potential
customers
Gain increased visibility through our various promotional platforms,
including our Community Guide and Business directory and social
media channels
Ensure that your voice is heard in local and regional economic policy
and development discussions through our Advocacy work
Become informed through communication and collaboration with
leaders to share expertise and leadership.

 

Learn More

Pay It Forward Partnership with the Chamber

The “Pay It Forward Partnership” initiative simplifies offers with a one-time annual payment,
making it easier to budget and support promotional benefits for the Chamber’s regular annual
events, and it includes annual dues. You can choose which events you would like to sponsor and
have your name associated with, and you always have the option to sponsor any event you prefer.

Platinum Partner $10,000 Annual Investment

https://smcchamber.com/member-benefits/


Gold Partner $7,500 Annual Investment
Silver Partner $5,000 Annual Investment
Bronze Partner $2,500 Annual Investment

Learn more here.

​Member News

Corporate Transparency Act Update - Take NOTE

On Dec. 26, the Fifth Circuit Court of Appeals reinstated the
nationwide injunction on the Corporate Transparency Act and its
Beneficial Ownership Information (BIO) reporting requirements. This
reverses a Dec. 23 decision that had temporarily lifted the injunction.
The Court emphasized maintaining the “constitutional status quo” as
the case proceeds, with oral arguments scheduled for February and
March 2025. On Dec. 27, the Financial Crimes Enforcement Network
(FinCEN), who is charged with enforcing the CTA, clarified that
reporting companies are not required to file BOI reports or face
penalties while the injunction remains in place.

​Guidance can be found here.

 

https://smcchamber.com/corporate-partners/
https://www.fincen.gov/boi-faqs


MD Chamber Applauds Governor Moore’s Executive Order
to Strengthen Maryland’s Business Climate

The Maryland Chamber of Commerce proudly supports Governor
Wes Moore’s announcement of an executive order aimed at bolstering
Maryland’s economic competitiveness and creating a stronger
business climate. This initiative underscores how essential it is for
businesses to succeed — not only for the economy but also for the
health and vibrancy of our communities.

Read the full release here.

 

Annual Withholding Reconciliation and W2/1099
Electronic Filing Update

Beginning January 1, 2025, the new and secure Maryland Tax
Connect portal will replace the previous bFile application for filing
your Annual Withholding Reconciliation and reporting W2s and
1099s. The W2 Bulk Upload Application, previously available on
bFile, will also be transitioned to the portal. 

The Comptroller's agency is excited to offer support and assistance
regarding this transition.

Created a Transmittal User Registration Guide and a W2/1099
Bulk Upload Guide to assist taxpayers with the transition to the
Maryland Tax Connect portal.
Many more resources are available. Visit our User Guides and
Tutorials page to review previously recorded webinars,
additional guides, and view answers to Frequently Asked
Questions regarding the portal.
For additional assistance with W2/1099 Bulk Uploads, please
email efilew21099help@marylandtaxes.gov.
For additional assistance with keying-in W2s or 1099s, please
call 1-800-MD-TAXES or email
mdtaxconnecthelp@marylandtaxes.gov. You can also schedule
an appointment with the Maryland Tax Connect helpline.

Learn more about this process and access tutorials here.

Additionally, the Comptroller's office has released reports:

Child Care & the Economy

Nonprofit Impact Report

 

Funding Available for Waste and Emissions

Reduction Projects

The Maryland Energy Administration announced the annual opening
of the Fiscal Year 2025 Commercial, Industrial, & Agricultural Grant
Program, a proven-effective funding partner for manufacturers,
agricultural producers, and other businesses throughout Maryland.

 

New Pay Transparency Law in Effect - Take Note

The Pay Transparency Law requires employers to provide
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information about compensation and benefits in their job postings.

​The Pay Stub and Pay Statement law requires employers to provide
workers with written notice of pay, paydays, and leave benefits, and
also provide a written or online pay statement each payday that
includes information about hours, rates, compensation, and
deductions. Details, including FAQs, templates (optional), and
instructions are available here.

FAMLI Stakeholder meeting Jan. 13 at 1pm

On January 13, 2025 from 1:00-2:00 pm join in for an important meeting about Maryland's
forthcoming paid family leave program. Space is limited to the first 3,000 registrants.

During the meeting, the FAMLI Team cover:
• progress as they move from implementation to operations
• what to expect during the upcoming legislative session
• upcoming dates and employer actions.

This webinar is different than the usual "Introduction to FAMLI" webinar and will not cover the
basic information about FAMLI. The next "Introduction to FAMLI" webinar will be hosted in
February.

Register for Zoom Meeting here.

Highway Construction and

Transportation Grant

The Tri-County Council for Southern Maryland
is pursuing funding through the Maryland
Department of Labor’s Road to Careers grant
program. This grant will support the
development of a skilled workforce pipeline in
Southern Maryland for multiple occupations in
the highway construction and transportation
industries.

Contact rdavis@tccsmd.org or 301-274-1922
x315 for more information.

Veterans’ Employment and Training Service
U.S. Department of Labor

The intent of HVRP, an employment-focused competitive
Federal financial assistance program, is to enable America’s
veterans to reach their full employment potential and obtain
high-quality career outcomes for veterans experiencing and
at risk of homelessness. The Department encourages

https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.labor.maryland.gov%2Flabor%2Fwages%2F%23sb38sb525/1/01000191e7c452c1-78493fbb-bd09-445b-bdbc-d895e3dc16c4-000000/xwYlEiY1nXsq4soGvN-5eXtMJc18Q86rQDirNuqLRVI=370
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_L-aKEidcS_SHjQLkcfBK_w?_ics=1734533382858&irclickid=~95464XNIGLGFGCEADEKQHyzpg9bc5-4247623SUMCAynf~3YRKHy&_gl=1*pys865*_gcl_au*MTUxODMxNTg1OS4xNzMzMTUyMzA5*_ga*MTUwMTIxNTc0MS4xNzMzMTUyMzA5*_ga_L8TBF28DDX*MTczNDUzMzIxMC4zODIuMS4xNzM0NTMzMzg0LjAuMC4w#/registration
mailto:rdavis@tccsmd.org


applicants to propose strategies to achieve economic
prosperity, address historical inequities, and provide
equitable access and outcomes to marginalized groups.

The anticipated application window will be open from
January 16, 2025, until March 17, 2025 (please keep in mind
that these dates are subject to change with or without
notice).
 
Please see this website for more information.

Community Events

The 2025 St. Mary’s County Science and Engineering
Fair (SMCSEF)

The SMCSEF will be held on January 17, 2025 at the USMSM SMART
Building. The Science Fair is open to the St. Mary’s County residents
and is the perfect venue for students to share their talents in
experimental methodologies, engineering design and testing, and
other scientific projects. 

SMCSEF is looking for judges! Consider serving as a judge for this
community event!

Learn more here.

COSMIC Symphony Concerts

Attend two free concerts presented by the
COSMIC Symphony in February!

These concerts feature local talent and are
open to the public to attend!

Learn more about this event here.

There's always something going on
in Leonardtown!
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View Calendar

Thank you to our Pay It Forward Partners!

PLATINUM

GOLD

SILVER

BRONZE

https://www.visitleonardtownmd.com/eventscalendar


Thank you to our Corporate and Event Sponsors!

St. Mary's County Chamber of Commerce
21487 Great Mills Road Suite A

Lexington Park, MD 20653
301-737-3001
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