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Where Business and Community Meet...

Happy New Year!

We hope you had a wonderful holiday season and welcome you into 2025!

January Events
Mark your calendars — we hope to see you at our upcoming events!

January 14 - New Member Lunch - The Brass Tap

January 22 - Business After Hours - Viking Axe Throwing

January 23 - Ribbon Cutting - The Arc Southern Maryland

January 28 - Women's Business Lunch - Hosted by Patty Sparks at The White Rose
January 30 - Chamber Chat on Maryland Registered Apprenticeship Programs
February 10 - Zoom with St. Mary's County State Elected Officials

February 20 - Southern Maryland Legislative Reception

February 22 - Spirits of Maryland

February 25 - Women's Business Lunch - Dolly Suarez

February 26 - Business After Hours - St. Mary's Business Partners

February 27 - State of the Schools - Save the Date

New Member Lunch

The Brass Tap e
Tuesday, January 14, 2025 BRASS TAP
12:00 p.m. — CRAFT BEERBAR —

Meet new Chamber member and Board
members! Come early to purchase your own
lunch and mingle!

Register here.

Business After Hours - Viking Axe Throwing

Wednesday, January 22, 2025
25470 Point Lookout Road Unit F
Leonardtown, MD 20650

Get ready for an evening of fun with fellow Chamber members at
Viking Axe Throwing!
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Register here to let our host know you are coming.

Interested in Hosting Business After Hours? We have one opening left for 2025. The BAH is a great
way for members to learn about your business. Contact the Chamber to schedule your BAH today.

The Arc Ribbon Cutting!

Thursday, January 23, 2025

12 p.m. ”
47335 Thomas Rowe Lane &
Lexington Park, MD 20653
Join The Arc to celebrate their ribbon cutting!

Register here to let them know you are coming!

Women's Leadership Luncheon

The White Rose
Tuesday, January 28, 2025
12:00 p.m.

What does it take to run a special events
business, a catering business, offer a
commercial kitchen to start-ups, and more?
Hear all about it with host Patty Sparks.

Please register here by January 20th!

New Member Highlight

The Chamber would like to acknowledge our newest members and say thank you for your
partnership! Click on each name for more information about their businesses.

Welcome to:
e (Clearway Pain Solutions
Bridger Aerospace
Paul Davis Restoration of Tri-County, MD
Heather Foster Homes
The Mark Frisco Team, Century 21 New Millennium

Waynes Painting and Home Improvement LL.C
Deannas MD Homes

Want to see your business here?

Register

Today

Chamber News
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Chamber Chat - MD Registered

Apprenticeship Programs =~ Maryland
=~ Department of Service
Thursday, January 30, 2025 and Civic Innovation

Doors open at 8:45 am.
Program at 9:00 am - 10:30 am.

Join Patrick Sawyer of the Maryland Department of
Service and Civic Innovation to learn about the Maryland Apprentice Program.

The Service Year Option program provides recent Maryland high school graduates, GED
recipients, or those who have earned a high school completion certificate the opportunity to
spend at least nine months with partnering organizations that support their growth and
development. In turn, the opportunities provided strengthen Maryland’s workforce and
expand the state’s employment. The Maryland Corps program shares those same goals and
aims to recruit more seasoned individuals looking to pivot in their career or reenter the
workforce.

And, hear about additional opportunities from Laura Wright of the Division of Workforce
Development and Adult Learning/Office of Workforce Development at the Maryland
Department of Labor.

Pre-registration is required. As we often have a waiting list for events, if you register to attend
and find that your plans have changed, please email or call the Chamber office as soon as
possible so that we may open your seat (s) to others.

Register here.

Government Affairs Committee Starting Up Soon!
Join the Chamber's Government Affairs Committee! As a part of the committee, you will advocate
alongside fellow members for legislation and policies that strengthen businesses and the broader

economic environment.

Contact the Chamber if you are interested in joining.

Zoom with St. Mary's County State Elected Officials ! ST. MARY’S COUNTY

Monday, February 10, 2025
8:00 am - 9:30 am.

This will be an opportunity for our Maryland state elected officials to
review the current status of the 2024 legislative session and bills they are sponsoring that affect our
business community.

Please register here no later than Thursday, February 7th at 4pm to receive the Zoom link.

Co-Sponsored by the St. Mary's County Library.

2025 National Civics Bee

Are you interested in showcasing your company’s commitment to developing

our local, young, active and engaged citizens?
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Unlock the potential of future leaders by purchasing a sponsorship for the St. Mary's County
Chamber National Civics Bee® and supporting the next generation of informed and engaged
citizens. Help empower and inspire the next generation of local leaders, voters, activists,
entrepreneurs and problem solvers.

Click here to sponsor!

Presenting Sponsor — $5000

Technology Sponsor — (Exclusive) SOLD OUT

Venue Sponsor — (Exclusive) SOLD OUT

Event Sponsor — $2500

Snacks and Prizes — $2500

Coffee and Juice Sponsor — $1000

Impact Partner Sponsor — $350

Advocate Partner Sponsor — $200

Community Partner Sponsor — $100

In-Kind Sponsorships also available: prizes for contenders, etc.

Encourage our southern Maryland youth to participate! All it takes is a 750 word essay
(see below and our website for more info).

Important Dates:

Essay Submissions Accepted now through February 4, 2025 [the portal closes at midnight]
Essays Judged: through February 19, 2024

Local Live Bee Competition: March 29, 2025 @ St. Mary’s College of Maryland, Cole Cinema.

Essay Prompt About the Bee
™ To enter the 2025 National Civies Bee', middle The National Civics Bee' is an annual nonpartisan
!g. National schoolers in 6th, 7th, and 8th grades must answer civies competition for middle schoolers that
‘oo Clvies Bee' the following three questions: increases civics knowledge, skills, and disposition
among young Americans, their families,
and iti
6TH, 7TH, AND 8TH GRADERS: 2l o
- e m—— The competition is organized by The Civic Trust
How can you make a difference opportunity n your communty. What can o the US. Chamber of Commerce Foundation,
) & you do to contribute ta its improvement? in partnership with local and state chambers
in your comm ur“ty? o aor e i wTh S 66 s iy of commerce acrass the country,
Start with an essay to the 2025 National Civics Bee .
nationalcivicshes.o! Download the 2025 Essay Guide to access
nationalcivicsbee.org

What individuals or organizations would the full essay prompt, judging rubric, and

you work with to aceomplish your —  support materials.
solution? Examples include elected

officials, business leaders, and nonprofits,
200 words minimum-250 words maximum

Students who participate in the National Civics Bee' strengthen their civics, writing, and public
speaking skills, and form friendships with other young leaders along the way. Finalists who
advance from local and state rounds to the National Championship compete for cash prizes,
trophies, recognition, and a $100,000 529 plan.

How does your solution include Founding
- Principles and Civic Virtues?
How it Works D 20 e

-
@ Write an essay proposing your ideas @ Top-scoring essay finalists e invited to
for improving your community. compete at local and state bees happening
. Use the 2025 Essay Guide to find the promp, in Spring-Surmmer 2025. The top winner from
judging rubric, and tips on how to prepare your each state receives a trip to Washington, D.C., SPONSORS
750-word (max) essay. to compete in the National Championship in
- Read the Contest Rules."* Public, private, charter, Fall 2025
and homeschool students in grades 6-8 who are " ——— .
residents of participating states are eligible. o prep for local and state rounds, finalists US. Chamber of Commerce
5 s o K e 1) DANIELS FUND
taapaly. access to Khanmigo, Khan Academy's

Al-powered online tutor.
(@ submit your essay by February 4, 2025,

+ The application opens in Fall 2024, Check

for th * AR Wilson Garling Foundation
PRIZES Conter for the W
NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP STATE FINALS LOCAL BEES [, :.'.'N':.IL‘.'.I.!.).':H.'ZEE Malm
e St Mary’
1stPlace  $100,000* Ist Place  $1,000% TstPlace $500* nggydm/
e 2nd Place  $500* 2nd Place $250* PSRN

2nd Place $25,000*
3rdPlace $15,000*

3rd Place $250* 3rd Place  $125*
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27th Annual Southern
Maryland Reception

Enjoy Southern Maryland specialties such as
stuffed ham and oysters along with local
wineries, distilleries, and breweries! Tickets

to thereception available here.
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. N with the Calveri, Charles and St. Mary’s Chambers of Commerce, the $5000
covered with a charter bus that picks up and e e e e et | ponortipof s wi
drops off at Hollywood Volunteer Fire WOV Bt coastn e e e o Chotes of Extibl Spac &
. . 12 Reservations)
Department. The bus ride is a separate cost WHEN Patuxent Sponsor
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aryl . Please join us as we celebrate wi n orking,
fellowship, fl?nd, and music. Please follow this link to register for the snm
event. 2025 Southern Marviand Reception
S . e
Purchase_individual bus tickets here. Fiiase aiihero re o vefd e Snomary BT i SN
+#In order to guaranice sponsorship recognition, registration must be received Individual Ticket
. by Friday January 23, 2025 ** §1500 )
Show your support by helping to sponsor the 1 Sipys — e
. Sty e ooy Pem— : sponsor please contact:
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(301)274-1922

Help Sponsor the bus here!

Spirits of Maryland, February 22, 2025

The Spirits of Maryland returns to the PAX River Naval Air Museum for the 2025 Spirits showcase.
More than one dozen Maryland distilleries will gather to present award-winning spirits and
delicious cocktails to nearly 600 attendees over two sessions. VIP pass holders enjoy early entry to
the event and get to sample exclusive spirits offerings. Each two-hour General Admission session
features sampling, education, and lots of fun!

Sponsor this event to show the community your support for our Maryland Distilleries!

Click here to sponsor the Spirits Event!
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PAX NAVAL AIR MUSEUM
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 22, 2025

SESSION 1: VIP 1:00-1:30 PM GA 1:30-3PM|
SESSION 2: VIP 3:30-4:00 PM GA 4-5:30PM|

General Admission $30 « St. Mary’s Chamber Discount $25
VIP Admission $50

e =
marylandspirits.org
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Spirits of Maryland

EVENT SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES

DATE
February 22nd, 2025

EVENT & LOCATION

Spirits of Maryland

PAX River Naval Air Museum
Lexington Park, Maryland

Spirits of Maryland returns to the PAX
River Naval Air Museum for the 2025
spirits showcase. More than one dozen
Maryland distilleries will gather to present
award-winning spirits and delicious
cocktails to nearly 600 attendees over two
sessions. VIP pass holders enjoy early entry
to the event and get to sample exclusive
spirits offerings. Each two-hour General
Admission session features sampling,
education, and lots of fun!

Presenting Partner - $2000

The Presenting Partner is the most valuable
sponsorship package for the 2025 Spirits of
Maryland event. The Presenting Partner
receives:

A formal announcement at the event regarding
your support level, A table location at the event to
promote your business directly to event attendees,
Logo placement in event-related promational
newsletters, 8 VIP passes to Spirits of Maryland

Event Partner - $750
Event Partners have a valuable opportunity

to directly support the 2025 Spirits of
Maryland event.

Event Partners receive:

A formal announcement at the event regarding
your support level, A table location at the event
regarding your support level, A table location at

the event ta promote your business directly to
event attendees, Logo placement on event
ticketing page, 6 general passes to Spirits of
Maryland

Participant Partner - $500

Participating Partners gain recognition
through their support of the 2025 Spirits of
Maryland event, Participants receive:

A table location at the event ta promote your
business directly to event attendees, Logo
placement on event ticketing page, 4 passes to
Spirits of Maryland

Spirits Supporter - $200
Supporters are promoted to attendees of

the 2025 Spirits of Maryland event.
Supporters receive:

Logo placement on event ticketing page, 2 passes
to Spirits of Maryland
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Interested in Joining the Chamber?

Just some of the benefits from our Chamber membership:

¢ Contribute to a vibrant community of business owners and
entrepreneurs who are dedicated to improving our local economy

and community life

Grow your business and make meaningful connections

¢ Enhance your community presence and expand your professional
relationships through unparalleled networking opportunities that
connect you with other local business leaders and potential

customers

¢ Gain increased visibility through our various promotional platforms,
including our Community Guide and Business directory and social

media channels

¢ Ensure that your voice is heard in local and regional economic policy
and development discussions through our Advocacy work
¢ Become informed through communication and collaboration with

leaders to share expertise and leadership.

Learn More

Pay It Forward Partnership with the Chamber

The “Pay It Forward Partnership” initiative simplifies offers with a one-time annual payment,
making it easier to budget and support promotional benefits for the Chamber’s regular annual
events, and it includes annual dues. You can choose which events you would like to sponsor and
have your name associated with, and you always have the option to sponsor any event you prefer.

¢ Platinum Partner $10,000 Annual Investment



https://smcchamber.com/member-benefits/

¢ Gold Partner $7,500 Annual Investment
¢ Silver Partner $5,000 Annual Investment
¢ Bronze Partner $2,500 Annual Investment

Learn more here.

Commercial * Metal Buildings * Residential = Design Build

2,700 Sq. Ft. House Renovation in Medley’s Neck

GIVE YOUR PROJECT THE SOLID
FOUNDATION IT DESERVES WITH
COMPLETE TURN-KEY CONSTRUCTION

Phone: 301-475-2755 info@wmdavis.com
23942 Prop Way/P.O. Box 10
Hollywood, Maryland 20636

www.wmdavis.com

Member News

Corporate Transparency Act Update - Take NOTE

On Dec. 26, the Fifth Circuit Court of Appeals reinstated the /
nationwide injunction on the Corporate Transparency Act and its

Beneficial Ownership Information (BIO) reporting requirements. This /

reverses a Dec. 23 decision that had temporarily lifted the injunction.

The Court emphasized maintaining the “constitutional status quo” as U.S. Chamber of Commerce

the case proceeds, with oral arguments scheduled for February and
March 2025. On Dec. 27, the Financial Crimes Enforcement Network
(FinCEN), who is charged with enforcing the CTA, clarified that
reporting companies are not required to file BOI reports or face
penalties while the injunction remains in place.

Guidance can be found here.
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MD Chamber Applauds Governor Moore’s Executive Order
to Strengthen Maryland’s Business Climate

The Maryland Chamber of Commerce proudly supports Governor
Wes Moore’s announcement of an executive order aimed at bolstering
Maryland’s economic competitiveness and creating a stronger
business climate. This initiative underscores how essential it is for
businesses to succeed — not only for the economy but also for the
health and vibrancy of our communities.

Read the full release here.

~ MARYLAND

ﬁ‘Chamber of Commerce

Annual Withholding Reconciliation and W2/1099
Electronic Filing Update

Beginning January 1, 2025, the new and secure Maryland Tax
Connect portal will replace the previous bFile application for filing
your Annual Withholding Reconciliation and reporting W2s and
1099s. The W2 Bulk Upload Application, previously available on
bFile, will also be transitioned to the portal.

The Comptroller's agency is excited to offer support and assistance
regarding this transition.

e Created a Transmittal User Registration Guide and aW2/1099
Bulk Upload Guide to assist taxpayers with the transition to the
Maryland Tax Connect portal.

e Many more resources are available. Visit ourUser Guides and
Tutorials page to review previously recorded webinars,
additional guides, and view answers to_Frequently Asked
Questions regarding the portal.

e For additional assistance with W2/1099 Bulk Uploads, please
email efilew21099help@marylandtaxes.gov.

¢ For additional assistance with keying-in W2s or 1099s, please
call 1-800-MD-TAXES or email
mdtaxconnecthelp@marylandtaxes.gov. You can also schedule
an appointment with the Maryland Tax Connect helpline.

Learn more about this process and access tutorialshere.
Additionally, the Comptroller's office has released reports:

e Child Care & the Economy

e Nonprofit Impact Report

maryland_;_- ftc%wm

Funding Available for Waste and Emissions
Reduction Projects

The Maryland Energy Administration announced the annual opening
of the Fiscal Year 2025 Commercial, Industrial, & Agricultural Grant
Program, a proven-effective funding partner for manufacturers,
agricultural producers, and other businesses throughout Maryland.

-
Maryland

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

New Pay Transparency Law in Effect - Take Note

The Pay Transparency Law requires employers to provide
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information about compensation and benefits in their job postings.

-'.."EEMaryIand

The Pay Stub and Pay Statement law requires employers to provide
DEPARTMENT OF LABOR

workers with written notice of pay, paydays, and leave benefits, and
also provide a written or online pay statement each payday that
includes information about hours, rates, compensation, and
deductions. Details, including FAQs, templates (optional), and
instructions are available here.

FAMLI Stakeholder meeting Jan. 13 at 1pm

On January 13, 2025 from 1:00-2:00 pm join in for an important meeting about Maryland's
forthcoming paid family leave program. Space is limited to the first 3,000 registrants.

During the meeting, the FAMLI Team cover:

« progress as they move from implementation to operations
« what to expect during the upcoming legislative session

« upcoming dates and employer actions.

This webinar is different than the usual "Introduction to FAMLI" webinar and will not cover the
basic information about FAMLI. The next "Introduction to FAMLI" webinar will be hosted in
February.

Register for Zoom Meeting here.

Highway Construction and Your Business Can Shape the Future of
Local Talent in Highway Construction and
Transportation

The Tri-County Council for Southern Maryland Join Southern Maryland's Road to Careers Grant Application
is pursuing funding through the Maryland
Department of Labor’s Road to Careers grant
program. This grant will support the
development of a skilled workforce pipeline in
Southern Maryland for multiple occupations in
the highway construction and transportation
industries. The Tri-County Council for Southern Maryland is pursuing funding through the Maryland
Department of Labor's Road to Careers grant program. This grant will support the

development of a skilled workforce pipeline in Southern Maryland for multiple
occupations in the highway construction and transportation industries.

Why Get Involved?

Transportation Grant

Contact rdavis@tcesmd.org or 301-274-1922
x315 for more information.

« Influence Workforce Training: Help design customized training programs tailored to
your industry’s needs

+ Access Skilled Workers: Connect with pre-trained candidates ready to work.

« Create Pre-Apprenticeship Opportunities: Partner with us to establish pathways that
prepare individuals for full apprenticeship roles in your industry.

Let's Get Started

Contact Ruthy Davis, Director of Regional Workforce &
Business Development

s ST MARY'S ®
rdavis@tcesmd.org or 301-274-1922 x315

Veterans’ Employment and Training Service

U.S. Department of Labor Vets Ma“ion Srogiam

The intent of HVRP, an employment-focused competitive
Federal financial assistance program, is to enable America’s
veterans to reach their full employment potential and obtain
high-quality career outcomes for veterans experiencing and
at risk of homelessness. The Department encourages
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mailto:rdavis@tccsmd.org

applicants to propose strategies to achieve economic
prosperity, address historical inequities, and provide
equitable access and outcomes to marginalized groups.

The anticipated application window will be open from
January 16, 2025, until March 17, 2025 (please keep in mind
that these dates are subject to change with or without
notice).

Please see this website for more information.

Community Events

The 2025 St. Mary’s County Science and Engineering
Fair (SMCSEF)

The SMCSEF will be held on January 17, 2025 at the USMSM SMART
Building. The Science Fair is open to the St. Mary’s County residents
and is the perfect venue for students to share their talents in
experimental methodologies, engineering design and testing, and

other scientific projects. ACADEMIA
. . . . . . . THE PATUXENT PARTNERSHIP
SMCSETF is looking for judges! Consider serving as a judge for this LIKE NO OTHER CONNECTION

community event!

Learn more here.

COSMICS hony Concerts #C oS
ymphony + @Cormic

LOCAL TALENT - UNIVERSAL APPEAL

' SONG & PANCE

Attend two free concerts presented by the
COSMIC Symphony in February!

These concerts feature local talent and are
open to the public to attend!

Learn more about this eventhere.

Saturday Feb. 22, 2025 @ 3:00 PM Sunday Feb. 23, 2025 @ 3:00 PM

Chesapeake Church Nancy R. & Norton T. Dodge PAC
Huntingtown, MD St. Mary’s College of Maryland

EEsE
Details at www.linktr.ee/cosmicsymphony —p

There's always something going on
in Leonardtown!


https://shared.outlook.inky.com/link?domain=grants.gov&t=h.eJw1j90OwiAMRl_FcC0gsrHhlW9iELqfOMZCi8YY312J8a5fv9Oc9MVKXthpxyaiDU9SjtmthGJMd4ngsp94BiwLIQ9Abl6kbk1jNNvv2K3e4S0V4kg8uvzkyH0qKz25n1y8QuZp-G5ihOxBYvT-UhDyuU4_QHxbaU2nBgXKhMHBcbCq6UwI1ri-7W13UFJ1urVHbU0r-qZv9MFWP1T_Yx7HeUWBBNvk1hlEPIe01AcqEyrzz-8P8dpMPA.MEUCIECDuwMo-jOHBnmccs77FDRTUdOp9M-LA_u0m3Wf1vXUAiEA8wmXuMU9xjqsSKUnzJelK1i8Yt3hYp5WR0uVIYnyiuY
https://smcsef.org/
https://cosmicsymphony.org/
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https://www.visitleonardtownmd.com/eventscalendar

Thank you to our Corporate and Event Sponsors!
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