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UPDATE

Help Support Our Chamber 
Member Restaurants

Go to our website,
https://smcchamber.com, and click on 
“Business Directory” at the top of the 
page.  Then click on “Other Listings” 
and click on “Carry-Out or Curbside 

Restaurants”

All Chamber events, 
including Business 

After Hours, have been 
cancelled through the end of 
June due to continued social 

distancing recommendations.

The Chamber Golf Outing, 
previously planned for 

Tuesday, June 16th,  has been 
rescheduled for Tuesday, 

October 20th.

See page 2 of this newsletter for a 
letter from Dr. Richard Fleming, 

Chamber President/CEO.

The Chamber is now starting a new 
membership benefit. One of our members, 
Jessica Koch, has volunteered to assist us with 
this project. We want to give our members 
an opportunity to present themselves and 
their business/service to the community. If 
you’d be willing to talk with Jessica through 
a guided interview, she will package it and we 
will then post it on our webpage. 

The first package is now available. Jessica 
interviewed Marci Kreamer at Energy Select. 
Here is the article link: 
https://www.linkedin.com/pulse/profound-
professional-marci-kreamer-energy-advisor-
select-koch/?published=t

Here is the link directly to the YouTube 
video:
https://youtu.be/rvRd-w13pwI

New Membership Benefit--
Video Interviews
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Dear Chamber Member:

	 As you know, these are unprecedented times for our country, Maryland and St. Mary’s County. The U.S. 
Chamber has predicted that nearly 1.4 million small businesses could close their doors permanently. Nationwide 
nearly 22 million people have filed unemployment claims and, of that number 4,300 are residents of our county. 
Many businesses remain closed and those that are allowed to remain open are struggling. The stimulus packages may 
have provided a bit of relief for some, but many small businesses did not receive any type of funding. We don’t have 
numbers for our County yet, although we do know that, thankfully, some funds were disbursed to some of our local 
businesses.
	 The Chamber represents 465 businesses in our area and approximately 65% (302) of them are small businesses 
with fewer than 15 employees. Many are 1 or 2 person operations and they usually qualify for no funding. The Chamber 
has been advocating with the Maryland Chamber, the U.S. Chamber, and our congressional delegation for more 
funding to be allocated with an earmark for small businesses. We want all of our small businesses to survive and 
thrive. The Chamber is also a small business that provides our members with many benefits to help them grow and 
be successful. 	
	 Currently, our priority is on advocating for assistance to help all our businesses weather this pandemic and 
economic downturn. There will be a time, we hope soon, when businesses can resume to what will be a “new normal.” 
Our goal is to be here to provide you with continued support to benefit from whatever opportunities that new normal 
brings.
	 Unfortunately, Chambers (a majority are 501(c)6 corporations) were not included in the stimulus packages 
for the Payroll Protection Plan, although we could, and did, apply for a limited number of grants through the SBA 
and the State of Maryland. We have still not received notification of the status of our application. We have canceled 
all fundraising events for the remainder of the fiscal year ending on June 30th and have lost that revenue. Our largest 
source of revenue, accounting for over one-third of our annual budget, comes from membership dues payments which, 
understandably, have been greatly reduced. 
	 Responding to this severely decreased revenue, we have temporarily reduced salaries for two employees for 
several months starting May 1 in order to help meet our financial obligations. We have also made additional budget 
cuts wherever possible. 
	 By supporting all businesses, particularly small business, we help create an environment that encourages 
potential employees to want to come and settle in St. Mary’s. Therefore, I’m requesting your help for your Chamber 
and the businesses that are part of what it means to work and live in St. Mary’s County. 
	 Please consider making an outright donation to the St. Mary’s County Chamber of Commerce today. By 
literally helping us “keep the lights on” during these difficult times you are directly supporting our community and 
will greatly speed St. Mary’s County’s economic recovery in the days ahead. You can also help by paying your dues as 
soon as you receive your annual invoice, and I want to thank all of you who have already sent in payments. We are 
even asking you to consider paying your dues ahead of time for next year, if possible. Since you know other members 
please encourage them to do the same. Your memberships and those of others will help us weather these times so 
that we can, in turn, help you recruit and retain needed employees and continue to succeed as a valued member of 
St. Mary’s vibrant economic and social life.
	 The St. Mary’s County Chamber of Commerce has been helping improve our local business and lifestyle 
environment since 1974. We appreciate all of your past and current support and hope to see you enjoying being together 
at future events, supporting each other’s businesses, and taking advantage of the unique opportunities throughout 
our county.

Sincerely yours,

Richard Fleming

Richard Fleming
CEO/President



AV3inc
Calvert Commercial Real Estate, Inc.

Colonial Farm Credit
Country Inn & Suites by Carlson
Davis, Upton & Palumbo, LLC

eTrepid, Inc.
Historic Sotterley, Inc.

JustTech, LLC
Lisa M. Byrd, LLC

PaxFitness
Personalized Touch Catering, LLC

St. Mary’s County Licensed Beverage Assoc.
Southern Maryland Association of Realtors

T.N. Bowes Heating & Air Conditioning, Inc.
Stephen D. Mattingly Ins., Inc.

WJ Dent & Sons/Chief’s Bar

All Pro Enterprises, LLC
35638 Woodyard Ct.
Mechanicsville, MD 20659
Point of Contact: David Hoffman
301-328-2000
www.ezkwip.com
Restaurant Supplies

Thank you, Smartronix, Inc. and KBR for your  
donations to the Chamber during this challenging time.   Your 

generosity is greatly appreciated!

River’s Crest K9 Services, LLC
P.O. Box 438
Leonardtown, MD 20650
Point of Contact: Shawn Cathcart
301-481-6883
www.riverscrestk9.com
Dog Training/Animal Behavior Specialist

Welcome to Our New Members
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EMERGENCY REQUEST FOR INFORMATION (RFI) Coronavirus (COVID-19) 
Personal Protective Supplies

 
 	 The State of Maryland is still seeking to fill severe shortages of specific infection-control products, healthcare 
supplies, and other emergency relief offers of assistance. If you have bulk amounts of personal protective equipment 
in stock, please indicate the type and amounts and whether this is a donation or for purchase. All equipment must 
meet OSHA, NIOSH, FDA, CDC or other appropriate federal standard.	
	 If for purchase, please advise on the price per quantity and ensure you are registered through eMMA to do 
business in Maryland. The link to register is  https://emma.maryland.gov/ 
	 This emergency announcement is not an offer of a contract but is intended to gather information about 
companies' capability to donate or sell these critical items to the State of Maryland to more readily fulfill urgent needs 
for hospitals, healthcare facilities, first responders, and other essential government services that require personal 
protective equipment.
 	 For donations, you can also send your offers of assistance as follows;
     	 - Private sector goods and services: psector@maryland.gov
     	 - Individual offers of volunteers/donations:  ngs.mema@maryland.gov  

James King, Jr.
Special Assistant to the Secretary
Department of General Services
301 West Preston St. #1400
Baltimore, Maryland 21201
james.king1@maryland.gov
(410) 767-6497 (O)
(410) 952-3158 (M)

Where small businesses 
meet big support.
When you’re building a business, there’s no end to your 
day. Time is precious and expert advice invaluable. It’s why 
we’re here—to support you, whether it’s a loan to help you 
grow, services to optimize your cash flow, or strategies to 
achieve your next goal. For 70 years we’ve been serving 
this community, and we’re passionate about seeing your 
business succeed. There’s nothing we won’t do to ensure 
you have the right guidance and tools to get there.

cbtc.com   MEMBER FDIC
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	 St. Mary’s County Department of Economic Development, in partnership with Visit St. Mary’s MD, has 
launched a  program to support local restaurants in St. Mary’s County facing economic hardships during the COVID-19 
pandemic. The Restaurant BOOST Gift Card Program, a gift card investment and value-added program, will support 
locally owned, locally operated restaurants throughout the County.  This program is designed to bring much needed 
revenue directly to our restaurant partners.
	 The program is simple - customers purchase a $25 gift card that will be valued at $35 for participating 
restaurants in St. Mary’s County.   This is a great value for current or new customers, provides immediate cash to the 
restaurant, keeps local restaurants on the minds of our citizens, and provides an easy way for our local residents to 
give back to the small local business community.  
	 "The service industry is at the heart of who we are,” stated Jason Aul, Executive Director for Visit St. Mary’s 
MD. “Our hope is to provide much needed support to the restaurants that make St. Mary’s County an amazing and 
unique place to visit and to live.”
	 The first round of funding was generated through the county’s Department of Economic Development, with 
additional funding currently being secured by Visit St. Mary’s MD and the community at large. “The goal is to give 
local restaurants a much-needed boost during this challenging time,” says Chris Kaselemis, Director of the county’s 
Department of Economic Development. “Our restaurants – and our broader hospitality industry – support thousands 
of jobs throughout the county. We are excited to provide additional resources to not only prop up restaurants, but to 
give our residents an opportunity to support them as well.” 
	 Interested restaurants are encouraged to apply through our online form by following this link: https://forms.
gle/7Ct6SdBssyXg8yd19. Customers can purchase gift cards directly through each restaurant. An updated list of all 
participating restaurants can be found at www.BoostStMarys.com. 
	 Visit St. Mary’s MD and St. Mary’s County Department of Economic Development will run this program for 
as long as there is funding to support it. There is also a GoFundMe campaign for the program to encourage broader 
community support [gf.me/u/xxjswx]. Every dollar given through the GoFundMe campaign will go to support the 
program and the broader community.

	 Restaurants currently planning on participating in the program include:
 
•	 Ruddy Duck Seafood and Alehouse
•	 Linda’s Café
•	 Social
•	 Olde Town Pub
•	 Stoney’s at Clarkes Landing
•	 El Pollon Chicken
•	 WJ Dent & Sons / Chief’s Bar
•	 Morris Point
•	 The Cow and the Fish
•	 The Front Porch
•	 Bollywood Masala
•	 Salsas Mexican Café
•	 Kevin’s Corner Kafe
•	 And more to come! 

	 For any questions, please contact Jason Aul, Executive Director of Visit St. Mary’s MD, at Jason@
VisitStMarysMD.com. 

Restaurant BOOST Gift Card Program

CHAMBER UPDATE, May 2020, 



Census Is Important for Maryland Business

The 2020 decennial census is upon us. Maryland’s business community relies on census data for important decisions 
such as location, workforce, and opportunities for growth. Maryland needs your help to get everyone counted in 
2020. 

Census participation provides critical funding to our communities for those in need. Monies for public safety, emergency 
planning, schools and health services rely on accurate facts. Census data also provides important information for local 
economic development and planning decisions.   

The amount of federal dollars lost for every uncounted Marylander is $18,250 over ten years, more than $974,550,000 
in lost funds for the ten-year budget cycle that the census covers.
	
Your relationships with employees, customers, and vendors are essential tools in Maryland’s efforts to obtain a 
complete count. You can help in the following ways:
	 Re-tweet information from #MDCensus2020
	 Visit https://census.maryland.gov/Pages/default.aspx to find ways for your company to participate. The 	
	 following flyers are in the toolkit:
	 Download the Maryland Census “Important Easy and Safe” flyer, available in 26 languages, for 			 
	 distribution.
	 Download the “Business Is Important “flyer, available in both English and Spanish.
	 Download the “Maryland Participation Rates” flyer to see how each county did in the 2010 census, 
	 and how much needs to be done for Maryland to improve.

Finally, consider these suggestions that may be appropriate for your organization:

• Provide free wired or wireless internet connectivity to households in underserved communities.
• Provide free call time or cell phone data for people responding to the 2020 Census via phone.
• Provide free online advertising opportunities to promote the 2020 Census and job openings.
• Offer transportation for people to visit locations such as libraries where they can apply for 2020 Census jobs, complete 
training and respond to the 2020 Census online.
• Launch text message campaigns to promote the 2020 Census.
• Launch social media campaigns or host Twitter chats or Facebook Live events on 2020 Census job opportunities 
and the 2020 Census to educate customers and employees. 
• Submit online letters to the editor, op-eds, and commentary on why participating in the 2020 Census is so important 
for businesses like yours.
 • Actively monitor, fact check, and correct misinformation on social networks about the 2020 Census. 
• Post and distribute 2020 Census materials on privacy and confidentiality to employees, constituents, and customers, 
both in hard copy and through online channels.
• Host a 2020 Census informational or Q&A session for your employees or local community.
• Invite a Census Bureau speaker to your organization or event. 
• Include an incentive to your customers in their purchases to complete the 2020 Census.
• Host a contest promoting the 2020 Census and feature a winner.
“Take A Break, Take The Census” – provide time and computer resources for your employees to take a snack break 
on company time to fill out their census form. 
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©2019 First Command Financial Services, Inc., parent of First Command Financial Planning, Inc. (Member SIPC, FINRA). First Command 
Financial Services, Inc. and its related entities are not affiliated with or endorsed by the U.S. government or the U.S. armed forces. 

EVT-5B

PERSONALIZED FINANCIAL 
PLANNING AND ADVICE

Financial Advisor
21615 S. Essex Dr, Suite 52
Lexington Park, MD 20653
AKMorgan@firstcommand.com
301.862.4900

ANNMARIE MORGAN

 
Administrative Offices 
23250 Hollywood Road 
Leonardtown, MD 20650 
301-475-2846 x1012 
FAX:  301-884-4415 
info@stmalib.org 

Charlotte Hall Library 
37600 New Market Road 
Charlotte Hall, MD 20622 
301-884-2211 
FAX:  301-884-2113 
hall.manager@stmalib.org 

Leonardtown Library 
23250 Hollywood Road 
Leonardtown, MD 20650 
301-475-2846 
FAX:  301-884-4415 
stma.manager@stmalib.org 

Lexington Park Library 
21677 FDR Blvd 
Lexington Park, MD 20653 
301-863-8188 
FAX:  301-863-2550 
lexi.manager@stmalib.org 

www.stmalib.org 

 

                      
For Immediate Release 
Contact: Laura Boonchaisri 
    Marketing and Communications Coordinator 
    St. Mary’s County Library 
    lboonchaisri@stmalib.org  
 

St. Mary’s County Library and St. Mary’s County Arts Council 
Seeking Submissions for Quaranzine  

All ages are welcome to contribute to this online collections of creative works from our community.  
 

April 16, 2020 – Leonardtown, Md. –  St. Mary’s County Library and St. Mary’s County Arts Council are 
accepting submissions to Quaranzine, a collection of creative works from our community that will 
document how we responded to this strange time we find ourselves in. Quaranzine will be a small 
online publication of local art and writing by the St. Mary’s County community, distributed through the 
Library website. 
 
All ages are welcome and encouraged to submit work on the St. Mary’s County Library website 
(www.stmalib.org/quaranzine-call-for-submissions/). Please note that content should be appropriate 
for a wide audience including all ages. We hope to publish issues to the St. Mary’s County Library 
website (www.stmalib.org/quaranzine) once per week. The first issue was published on Wednesday, 
April 15. Frequency will depend on the number of submissions we receive. 
 
Submissions may include, but are not limited to: 

 art 
 writing: essays, poetry, fiction, Top Ten lists, reviews, etc. (500 words or fewer) 
 visual tutorials 
 comics 
 photography 
 recipes 

 
“Our creativity doesn't shut down during a pandemic.” said Nell Elder, Executive Director for St. Mary's 
County Arts Council. “The arts are vital to us, and we keep creating! We are excited to partner with the 
St. Mary's County Library to give our community a chance to express themselves during this 
extraordinary time.” 
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ORDER NUMBER 20-04-15-01 FOR MASKS & PHYSICAL DISTANCING 
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Free to register at
somdnews.com/seminar

Adapting &Thriving During Challenging Times:
Marketing Strategies for Southern MD Businesses

Sign up today and receive 30,000
complimentary impressions to
SomdNews.com
With so many unknowns on the horizon, we are all asking
ourselves some tough business questions, especially with re-
gards to marketing during these sensitive times. Adams Pub-
lishing Group has asked nationally known marketing expert
Ryan Dohrn to share 10 marketing survival strategies to help
you not only survive COVID-19 but potentially thrive when
this crisis subsides. This webinar is offered at no cost, as our
gift to you as our business partner.

About your webinar host Ryan Dohrn:
Ryan Dohrn is an Emmy winner, best-selling business book
author and was recognized by Forbes.com with the “Best
of the Best” award for his business strategies. Ryan’s focus
is marketing, sales, leadership and team performance. His
passion for sales and marketing has given him the unique
opportunity to touch half a billion dollars in revenue for
companies in 7 countries.

Thu, May 7, 2020
9:00 AM - 10:00 AM
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The Chamber’s Member Discount Program

Thank you to our Chamber members listed below who are 
already participating in the Member Discount Program.  If 
your company would like to participate, please contact the 
Chamber office at 301-737-3001 or send us an email to info@
smcchamber.com.  Current available discounts are listed on 
the Chamber’s website: https://smcchamber.com.

Participating Chamber Member Businesses

Aicy Karbstein, Artist; Alexander Chiropractic Center; Bal-
anceLogic, LLC; Baldwin, Briscoe & Steinmetz, PC; Barefoot 
Graphics; California Total Body Massage; Cedar Point Federal 
Credit Union;  Corwin Home Improvement, LLC; Country Inn 
& Suites Lexington Park; Cube Smart LP; Extra Space Storage 
#8338; Dance Fitness Studio Twelve Twelve; Heritage Print-
ing & Graphics; Hilltop Signs & Graphics; Mid-Atlantic Skin 
Surgery Institute; Oasis Grafx; PaxFitness; Printing Press, 
Inc.; St. Mary’s Roofing & Home Improvement; Dylan Sch-
neider, DDS, MS, LLC Orthodontics; Servpro of St. Mary’s & 
Calvert; T.N. Bowes Heating & Air Conditioning, Inc.
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“Drive Thru” Farmer’s Market
@ St. Mary’s County Airport

Sunday – Mother’s Day
May 10th 10:00 am - 2:00 pm

Sponsored by 

* Get Mom Something Local *

Beef  
Bourbon 
Beef  Jerky
Chicken 
Chocolate 
Coffee 
Cupcakes
Brownies 
Eggs 
Cookies
Honey

KettleKorn
Stuffed HAM
Olive Oils
Oysters
Cakes
Pickles
Pork
Relish
Rye Whiskey
Vinegars 
……and more

❖All locally sourced and made

44200 Airport Rd, California, MD 20619

Stay in your car while you order. See www.sotterley.org for vendor listing and pre-ordering

2 Food Trucks!

Upcoming SBDC Business Classes - (Zoom)•	

Give mom what she really wants this Mother’s Day: a trip out of the house to buy some wonderful fresh, local items 
you can use to make her favorite dishes! Historic Sotterley is proud to once again host a Farmer’s Market at St. Mary’s 
County Regional Airport, but this time we are changing it from an indoor Fly-In Market to a stay-in-your-car Drive-
Thru Market! (Make your purchase from the safety of your car!) You will have the opportunity to support some of 
our wonderful small businesses while also taking home some fabulous and fresh offerings from local farmers and 
producers.

We will also have food trucks from Chief’s & Blue Wind participating, so on your way home you can pick up some 
delectable take-out so no one has to cook!

We know that some of you will be hoping to find particular items from your favorite vendors. To ensure you come 
away with exactly what you want, you will have the opportunity to contact vendors in advance to place a pre-order. 
Once we have the full listing, vendor information will be available on Sotterley’s website at www.sotterley.org.

It will be a great day to see all the new happenings at the airport (through your car window) while getting some great 
items for mom…or even just for yourself! For updates, check Historic Sotterley’s website or Facebook page.

We hope to see you at the Market!
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 info@wmdavis.com 

GIVE YOUR PROJECT THE SOLID  
FOUNDATION IT DESERVES WITH  

COMPLETE TURN-KEY  
CONSTRUCTION  

MANAGEMENT FROM  

SHOPPES at MCINTOSH 
25805 Point Lookout Road 
Leonardtown, MD  20650 

 
Davis Office Park, LLC welcomes Dominos-
Unit B (Open Now) and Cyreene Pharmacy-
Unit C (Opening Soon), Unit A is for Lease 

(3,000 sq. ft.) 
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