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CHAMBER NEWS & UPDATES
Wishing you and yours a Happy Thanksgiving! Business After

Remember to support our local businesses during this
season! Saturday, November 25, 2023 is Small Business
Saturday — a day to celebrate and support small
businesses and all they do for their communities. Please
join us by shopping at a local small business.

MARK YOUR CALENDARS

e November 7 - Conversation with Maryland
Insurance Commissioner Kathleen Birrane

e November 15 - Ribbon Cutting Tongue Tie &
Airway Center of Southern MD

e November 15 -Business After Hours - Naval Air
Museum with Calvert Chamber

e December 12 -Women'’s Lunch — Holiday

e December 13 -Business After Hours - ABSI
Aerospace & Defense & DED

e January 24 - Business After Hours — Escape
Rooms Southern Maryland

e February 10 - Spirits of Maryland

e February 12 - Zoom with State Elected Official

e February 28 - Business After Hours —
Chesapeake Staging Interiors, LLC

e February 29 -State of the Schools Luncheon

e February 29 - Md Legislative Reception Bus to
Annapolis

e March - Civics Bee Live

e March 8 - 50th Anniversary

Hours: Patuxent
Naval Air
Museum with
Calvert County
Chamber of
Commerce.

CALVERT COUNTY

CHAMBER
or COMMERCE

EDUCATE. ADVOCATE. CONNECT.

November 15
5-6:30 PM

22156 Three Notch Rd.
Lexington Park, MD 20653

Learn what's up at the Patuxent Naval Air Museum and
meet new friends from the Calvert County Chamber of
Commerece in a possible scavenger hunt! Join fellow
businesses, non-profits, and friends for a light fare at
the Chamber's November Business After Hours!

Register here

Business After Hours: ABSI Aerospace, Defense,
& DED

December 13
5-6:30 PM

St. Mary's Airport
TechPort Building
44185 Airport Road
California, MD 20619

Celebrate the holiday season!
Register here

Chamber,
Ribbon Culling

Tongue Tie &
Airway Centler
of Southern MD

Friday, Nov 10, 2023
10 AM

2270 Washington St
Leonardtown, MD 20650
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OF COMMERCE Friday, November 10, 2023

A Conversation with Maryland Insurance 10 am
Commissioner Kathleen Birrane

e 2270 Washington St
Learn about the Maryland Insurance Administration,
the state's insurance regulator, and how its work Leonardtown, MD 20650

impacts your business. Commissioner Birrane and
the MIA are ready to answer your questions!

Lexington Park Public Library
21677 FDR Boulevard
Lexington Park, MD 20653
—t Tuesday
B November 7, 2023
500PM-630PM

Register at:
https://qrco.de/11072023

Chamber hosted a fascinating conversation with
Maryland Insurance Administration Commissioner,
Kathleen Birrane and her staff on Tuesday, November 7,
2023 for the public.

Thos in attendance learned how much the Maryland
Insurance Administration does for individuals and
businesses. Among many other things, they investigate
fraud and non-compliance issues regarding insurance.
Did you know they have a 24/7, 365 day-a-year help
line? Learn more on their website.

Stay tuned for a follow-up!

BECA Requests Help for 2024 Scholarship Season

You may be familiar with BECA, the Business, Education and Community Alliance, a 501(c)3
volunteer organization that’s been awarding and coordinating local scholarships in St. Mary’s
County annually for decades. BECA was originated by the St. Mary's County Chamber of Commerce
years ago. In May 2023, 147 scholarships worth almost $225,000 for the first year alone were
awarded to students from every local high school in the County, whether public, private, or home-
schooled. This was made possible by the generosity of the community through dozens of local
providers offering a wide range of scholarship opportunities in the fields of health, engineering,
business, the environment, the trades, music and the arts, and many more.

Each year, BECA serves as the clearinghouse that connects about 250 scholarship applicants to
more than 50 separate scholarships. BECA’s limited resources challenged last academic year’s
scholarship process. The situation is unchanged this academic year, which means that 2024
scholarships may be at risk unless BECA gets help from the community very soon to administer the
scholarship process.

Specifically, BECA needs help in two areas. First, someone (or group) with sufficient computer savvy
to work with Jotform online forms to prepare and operate the online scholarship application process
that occurs in January and February 2024. The frontloading of this work is already behind and
needs immediate attention to stay on schedule. Secondly, someone (or group) with sufficient
administrative and communication skills for timely outreach, follow-up, and coordination with
applicants, providers, school system counselors, and others involved in the process. The scholarship
calendar is tight, and this work requires high touch contact during the spring of 2024, especially
February through May.

BECA hopes it can continue to assist in providing advanced education opportunities to St. Mary’s
County students and schools to the benefit of employers and the community at large. BECA


https://insurance.maryland.gov/Pages/default.aspx

appreciates any assistance available. For more information, see http://smcbeca.org/ or contact

BECA at smcbeca@gmail.com or 240-257-2322.

SAVE THE DATE
FIRSTANNUAL
KET

Calling all
Chamber Non-
profits NOW!

ERBY
FUNDRAISER

Submit your
games for the
Kentucky Derby
Fundraiser

OF COMMERCE

Chamber non-profits: Would you like

to be involved in our 1st annual Kentucky Derby
fundraiser May 4, 2024? We are looking for non-profits
to run one game of chance at our event. If your charity is
interested in raising money, running one game of
chance, and having fun - this is for you. We’re looking
for one game from each charity.

As of November 1, 2023, we are accepting charities.
Your charity provides everything needed to run the
game and all personnel entering to run game must
purchase a $40 entry ticket to join in on the fun. Only 1
game per charity and no like games from other charities
to compete.

Send your game proposal and specifics, along with the

size requirements to info@smcchamber.com.

First come, first serve!!

Day of Event: May 4, 2024

Calling all
Chamber
Members NOW!

Join the Derby
and buy your
keychains now to
support your
favorite non-
profit!

Chamber members: Looking for a fun filled
competition with other chamber members while
supporting your favorite non-profit? Our 1st Annual
Kentucky Derby event is for you. Pay $250 to the
chamber to join in competition and $1 per keychain and
start selling our memorable chamber 50th Anniversary
keychains/bottle openers, set a cost you decide, to raise
money for your charity. Keychain/bottle openers sold in
packs of 50.

To make it fun, the company that raises the most money
for their charity will be able to choose the top horse at
our Derby party. Competition results announced at

every BAH starting in January 2024.

Day of event tickets: $40 per person.
Prizes for best dressed, best hat, best jockey outfit!

Day of Event: May 4, 2024

Sponsorships and keychains here. Tickets here.

Chamber to host Civics Bee for Middle School Youth!

The St. Mary’s County Chamber of Commerce is partnering with
the U.S. Chamber of Commerce Foundation to host a first-of- its-
kind civics competition that encourages young Americans to
engage in civics and contribute to their communities.

The Bee gives students an opportunity to share their thoughts,
ideas and voices about our community. All middle school age
youth are invited.

Organized in partnership with The Civic Trust™ of the U.S.
Chamber of Commerce Foundation, the competition in St. Mary’s
County will inspire middle schoolers to become better informed
about American democracy, to engage respectfully and
constructively in the community, and to build greater trust in
others and institutions.

Middle school students from across our region are invited to take
part in the first-round civics essay competition. A cross-section of
community leaders (including government officials, business
leaders and educators) will review each of the 500-word essay
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Calling All Middle
School Studen

Share your ideas and show
off your civics skills in the
National Civies Bee.

e
H |
b
!g. National
ooo Civies Bee

LOCAL STATE About the Bee
$500 $1,000

cash prize cash prize
FIRST PLACE FIRST PLACE

$250 $500

cash prize cash prize
SECOND PLACE SECOND PLACE

$125 $250

cash prize cash prize
THIRD PLACE THIRD PLACE

submissions. The top 20 students will be selected to move on to
the final round of competition: a live quiz event to test their civics
knowledge. The finalists and top winners will receive various
prizes, including $500 cash for the first-place student. The top 3
winners will then have a chance to compete at the State level.

We are looking for local businesses to support the National Civics
Bee® event in St. Mary’s County or to sponsor tablets and/or
additional prizes for our Finalists and Winners.

Being a sponsor of the Bee allows your business to support an
exciting opportunity for your customers, and to demonstrate your
commitment to civic engagement in our community.

Essay submissions will be through our website, starting on
November 13th and will be accepted through January 18, 2024.
The Live Bee will take place on March 2.

NATIONAL ) More info about the Bee here or call 301-737-3001 to learn

more. Sponsor registration here.

DIVISION OF FAMILY AND MEDICAL LEAVE INSURANCE (FAMLI
= a ry an 1100 . Eutaw Strest, Suite 600

Baltimore, MD 21201
DEPARTMENT OF LABOR

Invitation to Stakeholder Meeting

Wednesday, November 15 @ 1:00-2:00 pm
This will be a Zoom session

Please join to hear updates and next steps for
MD's Family and Medical Leave Insurance
(FAMLI) system on:

Registration Link:
https://uso2web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZ

Mvcu-tqjwrEtQ67WzzmoxEzZBTWe8PHuEWu

R&D Tax Credits for Manufacturers

Free webinar November 7, 2023,
10:00 - 11:00 AM. Offered by MEP.

Details and registration here.

Maryland State Small Business Credit Initiative
assists 27 businesses, creates over 1,300 full-
time jobs

Maryland Department of Housing and Community
Development recently concluded the first year of
operations of the Maryland State Small Business Credit
Initiative (SSBCI). Launched in August 2022, SSBCI
created a partnership between several state agencies to
administer up to $198 million in federal relief to small
businesses and entrepreneurs impacted by COVID-19,
or operating in historically underserved communities.
SSBCI has committed more than $33.1 million to 27
applicants, including nearly $9.5 disbursed to 16
Socially and Economically Disadvantaged Individual
businesses to date. The state’s SSBCI investment has
leveraged nearly $192 million in additional private
capital to create or retain more than 1,300 full-time
equivalent jobs.

Business owners: SSBCI funding is still available
through three state agencies (Maryland Department of
Housing and Community Development, Maryland
Department of Commerce, Maryland Technology
Development Corporation) to support small businesses
and entrepreneurs.

For more information about the nine Maryland business
assistance programs supported by SSBCI and how to
apply, visit http://business.maryland.gov/ssbci.

SAVE THE DATES!

Women's Lunch
Series

Tuesday,
December 12,
2023

12:00 PM
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LEXINGTON ARK Celebrate the
holiday season
and our first

year resuming

@ the Women's
Lunch series!

enc]or In{‘or’malion S]’zee{ Clean out those
closets and bring clean clothes in bags to donate
Lexingten Park Holly Days will be held on Saturday, December 2 from 1-4 p.m. in St. Mary's Square! We are seeking .
vendors for our first annual event, which will feature pictures with Santa, a vendor shopping experience, carolers and to the Women's Club of St. Mary's clothlng

festive decorations!

.

As a vendor, your business can set up a 10x10 tent and sell family-friendly items to holiday shoppers. There is a drlve.

§20 fee 1o host a vendor booth and is payable to the Community Development Corporation. Once this application is

reviewed, if you are accepted as a vendor, a representative will send you the link to pay via PayPal.

- Sales Vendars: Please note thet I you intend 1o take seles at yaur oot you are resaensicle for any sales 10 such s Light Lunch provided. Limited Availability.
swipers and cash boxes. Any maney your booth takes in is run through your business,

+ Non-Sales Vendors: If your business woul ke to be a vendor but does not typically sell tangible items, please let us know Must pre-register here.

how you envision your boath contributing ta the holiday atmosphere and our goal of bringing the holiday hustle & bustle to
Lexingtan Park.

+  Food Trueks: We would be happy to host food trucks for this event, but we cannot provide power. Anything you provide must
be handled by your truck

This event is hosted by the Lexington Park Business Association and the Community Development Corparation (CDC)
Al prncasds will go to the COC to fund its mission of revitalizing the greater Lexington Park community through
investment in residential and commercial neighborhoods. Your contributions are tax deductible and are greatly

appreciated.
Please fill out the form using the QR code ta the right to apply for a vendar booth. This E E
application is an inguiry anly and Holly Days is not bound by this inquiry. We do not anticipate E

turning vendors away, but we reserve the right to deny any application

For questions, please email lexingtonparkba@gmail.com

C I Destinations presents
Now Announcing Croatia, the Pearl of the Croatia the Pearl of the Adriatic

Adriatic Trip with the Chamber with the St. Mary’s County Chamber of Commerce
P October 16, 2024

Discover the stunning beauty of Croatia, the Pearl

R s ; HIGHLIGHTS: Onyy,
of the Adriatic, with Ci Destinations. Experience 7 + 7 Nights at 4 star hotels N irp ok‘gf@

; : . : + Dubrovnik ey b
nights at a luxurious 4-star hotel, scemc'tours, and y s 31, 302:;;,
more on October 16, 2024. Book your trip before + Franciscan Monastery

. o . . + Montenegro Please contact the
March 31, 2024, and enjoy this incredible offer for + Boat excursion to “Our Chamber for more

only $3649. For more information, don't hesitate " Lady of the Rock” information at

Monstar 301) 737-3001.
to contact the Chamber at 301-737-3001. Take Koot?; el
advantage of this fantastic opportunity! %’i’;k s (%% tl\)?[ary S

Chamber

Airfare included! Application and more info here. OF COMMERCE

Interested in Joining the Chamber?

By joining the Chamber, you can boost your business's
visibility and gain access to exclusive perks such as
promotion for your business or organization, access to
our events, networking and educational series, ability to
weigh in on legislative bills, use of our conference room
as meeting space, and more!

For more information click here.

Are you considering hosting a
Ribbon Cutting Ceremony for
your business?

The Chamber is here to help you

make it happen! These ceremonies

are perfect for celebrating a special

anniversary, launching a new product or service, or
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Commercial * Metal Buildings = Residential » Design Build

UNDER CONSTRUCTION

Historic St. Mary’s College
Heritage Interpretive Center
(Rendering)

GIVE YOUR PROJECT THE SOLID
FOUNDATION IT DESERVES WITH
COMPLETE TURN-KEY
CONSTRUCTION

Phone: 301-475-2755 = info@wmdavis.com
23942 Prop Way = P.O. Box 10
Hollywood, MD 20636
www.wmdavis.com

expanding your business. We will advertise the event,
invite county government officials, and provide the giant
scissors and ribbon. Get in touch with us to discuss
scheduling for your event.

301-737-3001 O info@smcchamber.com

Pay It Forward Partnership with the Chamber

The “Pay It Forward Partnership” initiative simplifies
offers with a one-time annual payment, making it easier
to budget and support promotional benefits for the
Chamber’s regular annual events, and it includes annual
dues. You can choose which events you would like to
sponsor and have your name associated with, and, of
course, you always have the option to sponsor any event
you prefer.

e Platinum Partner $10,000 Annual
Investment

e Gold Partner $7,500 Annual Investment

e Silver Partner $5,000 Annual Investment

e Bronze Partner $2,500 Annual Investment

Call or visit the Chamber website for more info.

MEMBER NEWS

MedStar St. Mary's Gala

Q‘“\c\ﬂl A iy,

November 17, 2023
7:00 pm to midnight

Hollywood Social Hall

Join Presenting Sponsor
CMI General

Contractors for a bold
savanna evening at the 2023 Gala, supporting the
expanding surgical program at MedStar St. Mary’s
Hospital. Join us in the shade of an acacia, warm breeze
tickling the skin . . . WILD adventures are afoot! Lush
landscapes and dramatic styles will transport guests for
a safari-themed evening.

See here for more information or email
Holly.B.Meyer@medstar.net / call 240-434-7766.

St. Mary's Libral‘y % | ST. MARY’S COUNTY

Foundation: "The Word on
the Street." FOUNDATION
November 10, 2023

6:00 to 8:00 pm

Leonardtown Library
23630 Hayden Farm Lane, Leonardtown

The St. Mary’ County Library Foundation is hosting a
fundraiser on November 10 to benefit a new mobile
library, which will be rolling throughout the county
starting in December, and thus the name "The Word on
the Street." Travis Parno, Acting Executive Director of
Historic St. Mary's City, will present on fascinating
recent finds and our county’s history. Quality Street will
provide delicious food, and Port of Leonardtown Winery
will pour great wines.

See here for more details and tickets.
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College of Southern Maryland - Lunch and Learn

November 14, 2023
12:00 PM

College of Southern Maryland Auditorium (A
Building). Leonardtown campus

Join the CSM and the St. Mary’s Chamber of
Commerce on Tuesday, November 14, 2023, at
12PM for Lunch & Learn with the College of
Southern Maryland Work-Based Learning
(WBL) Team.

Local businesses will learn about how the CSM
Work-Based Learning (WBL) Program can help
your business do the following:

« Reduce its talent recruitment cost

+ Build its workforce from the ground up

« Gaine access to a diverse talent pool

» Hire local talent within the So MD region

Lunch provided. Limited Availability.
Must pre-register here.

College of Southern Maryland - Industry Survey

The College of Southern Maryland (CSM) along with our
tri-county partners including the Departments of
Economic Development, our local Chambers of
Commerce, The Patuxent Partnership, and the Tri-
County Council for Southern Maryland are conducting
an industry survey.

CSM's goal is to assess the local labor force and industry
needs to ensure a steady pipeline of talented candidates
that meet the hiring and training needs of organizations
like yours.

Please take a moment to share your organization’s
workforce training needs and the skills and
competencies you are looking for in potential employees
in a short, six-question survey. All responses will be
collected by CSM's Planning, Institutional Effectiveness,
and Research Department. Your feedback is voluntary.
Please participate only once.

The survey will be open until Nov. 10. To learn
more about the survey, please email pir@csmd.edu.

Thank you for taking the time to complete this brief

six-question survey.

TAKE THE SURVEY

6‘ There's always something going on in Leonardtown!

Visit here to learn more.

Thank you to our Pay It Forward Partners!

GOLD

AIRTEC

NSi

‘THE SOLUTIONS COMPANY

SILVER

People. Power. Progress.

Shore
United

Bank

Good things are happening here.®

BRONZE
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https://www.visitleonardtownmd.com/
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SERVING SOUTHERN MARYLAND FOR 15 YEARS
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LEARNING™ CENTER®

Thank you to our Corporate and Event Sponsors!
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